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hehe ſee ohakekſeoeotk 
To the truly Worthy 
His Honoured Friend 


Dr BALDWIN HAMET 


wee} : Doftor of Phyi ck. 


3 ÞFten and ſeriouſly con- 
-fidering my manifold 
obligations, owing cyen 
my very life (next un- 
der God )to your carc 
_ cure , as having not ſeldom pro- 

long d it, when twinkling on the ſocket ; 

I determin'd rather to run tbe Gantlop 


OO, XY a 177 A 
* ; 
EY 1 I 


| of Cenſure from this capricious and 
| over-curious ape, than merit.the ſor- 


A 2 did 


: | The Epiſile | Dedicatory. : 
did Epithet; of Ingrateful.. And yer, 
if the gale of your Clemency drive 
mee cleer off that Scylla, I fear 


I ſhall ſp/ze upon Charibds , incure || 


the ſupicion-, at leſt of pride and 
vain-glory , while I onely wiſh my 
Meditations immortal , whereby my 
thanks may - run! peralelF' with them. 
I muſt ingenuouſly acknowledg , this 
Diſcourſe hath nothing to commend 
it to your accompliſhr* ſelf , but "the 
ſincere loyalty of the Autor, andthe 
weightineſs of the Subje& ; compri- 
fing ſome of the Unjuſt Sufferings of 
the Lord'of Glory; in which', as in 
a mirrour , you may alſo view the 
Sufferings of our g/oriows Lord, King 

Cianrs the firff of ever: bleſle 

memory ; whole Anniverſary merits 


| ( maugre all malice ) a fable Monu- 


ment 
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# ment of ſolemn mourning to bear 
| date with the utmoſt length of 


Time ; that ſo the Enemies of his 


# glhycnd Virtues may ſee the 
| guilt and greatneſs of their Vices, and 


thoſe of our Nation and. Religion 
may diſcern our Reallity and Inno- 


3 cence. Now would you deign to in- 


7 quire what flegg'd: this Diſcourſe of 
2 mine 20 fly (tho with black wings ) 
* farther than your habitation , ſuffer 
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} mee to tell you ( which I cannot with- 
| out a figh_) the ſupine negligence of 


ſom and the irreligion of . others , 
which obſtruRts a religious ingreſs in- 
to the ſacred place of God's ſpecial 
Preſence on the annual approach of 
this diſmal day ? So that, by an hap- 
py Providence, this, Sermon = 


reach ſom of. their houſes and pearch- 
on . 


/ 


The Epriile' Dedicat ory. 


on-ſom-of their hands,who mike little; ; 
oo norbonſcience of frequenting God's | 


Houſe on this: ſolemn: day; That 


have made ;a/good Choice:.uv putting 


this weak child of my weaker: brain; 


under your Patronage, none will or can : 
deny; you having obtajned one of the 


chiefeſt places: among /thoſe 0; 9wisc, 
breathing Gods ; who enrich dayly 
the world with wonders , in Taifing in» 
firm mortals from ſickneſs tohealth, & 

a it were. from death' it ſelf. -I may 
dd , whoſe loyalty , learning, candor, 
integrity of life, and exemplary Cha- 
rity, are as ſo many ſpecifics againſt 
the Peſtilemial breath of detraction, 
If you ſhall vouchſafe C Noble Sir) 
to ſtick inthe vernant Eden of your 
Study this Paſon-Flower ( which 
you are much more able than my 


ſelf 


The Epiſile Dedicatery. | 


Ir to read a LeQure on )you will very 
5 much oblige him , whoſe higheſt Am- 
Ibition it is humbly to ſubſcribe him- 
| felf 


4 Tour devoted Servant, 


end witneſs of your merit, 
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John 18. part of the 40* Verſe. 
- - - - - Not this Man , but Barabbas. 


The whole verſe hath it thus, 


**Thencryed they all ſaying, Not this Man, but 
 .. 'Barabbas. | .. - | 


Bg H A T 1 may ſpeak from this holy 
AK Mount to your greater benefit, and 
better bringing to paſs of my pious 
delign, whichis (as much asin me 
Iyeth) to melt your Hearts into a 
temper becoming the Solemnity of 
 ALIGAGES this day.l _ deſire your _ 
attention may accompany me to ſome preceding paſla- 
:ges. - In the bevinniog of this om. you may read 
Judas to betray Jeſus - * ks bold and impious At- 
tempt 
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tempt the Soldiers fall to the ground, verſ. 6. Jeſus is 
taken and led to Armas and: Caiphas, v. 12. and in the 
15. verſe begins Peter's Dermal of: him. v. 19. according 
to the Contents of ſome of your Bibles, Je/#s is exa- 
mined before Caiphas. v.18, you may read him arraign'd 
before Pilat, who accolFFth them that brought hin h 
fore hity , fifftwich tlits Inteerogatioh, Pribat Actnſarion 
Bring yh #;tinfthfr Matte v.29; they reply,If hewere 10t 
a MalefaFor,we would not have delivered him up unto thee, 
It is time now, I conceive , as early as 1t 1s, by way 
of Preface to.my Text to take them to. Task, and to 
examineithe weight of their words , for all was not 
Goſpel they ſaid , though it be mentioned in the Goſ- 
pel. Tf he were not a Malefafor , as if they ſhould 
have faid,his Crime is ſo manifeſt that he needeth noAc- 
cuſation 3 what, do you doubt of the Righteouſneſs 
of our Proceedings who have done all things with de- 
liberation? and have found him worthy of Death, and 
we exſpect that you ſhould proceed to give Sentence : 
Depth of Hypocrifie ! Madneſs ! and Malice! as if 
being a Priſoner, bound, and in Fetters only , was 
Crime enough, -and deſerved Death as 'a MatefaQor ? 
This was handſom indeed , highequity; ſure | who can- 
not perceive that they diſtruſted-their Cauſ, and there: 
fore cunningly by way-of Anticipation ſpoke what they 
did, leaſt they ſhonld have: been compelled to prove 
him fo, 'a:Criminal-, a MalefaQor, as they pronounced 
him to be? Hethat runneth may read therr Hypocrily , 
they would by all means be thought to be Conſoienti- 
ous-, as if 'they never attempted anything , 'but what 
was juſt, and had never ſought the Death of -any "__ 
of. 


Fphe hiſh lie- 
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af Malefatftors;z when it {tands upon facred Record as 

Z abaſchlotintheir Eſcutcheon, that they unjuſtly flew 

3 - all the Prophets that went before them. : 
3 Q the perfrict brazen Forchead ! the Impudence of 
thisRout, to ſtyle Him a MalefaCtor , who. had done 

Nothing but Good to their Nation. They ſhould have 

asked the Blind to whom-he reſtored Sight The Le- 

pers whom he had cleanfed_-: The Lame to,wham. he 

gave Limbs , whether he was a MalefaCtor ;. But thus 

it was propheſyed, 7ſal. 35.12. They.rewarded;.Me. Evil 

for Good to the Deſpoyling of my $out , and Hatred, far' my 

Love.: Yet Pilat,, as bad as he was,: being ſtartled at 

their unjuſt Proceedings ſeemed to: rid his Hands: of 
him ; with Accipite eazr, Take ye him and judge him. ac- 

cording to zour Law. The -Rozran Law fotbidding: to 

Condemn any before he be: heaxd. ' Now :do- but '{ce 

how they.clude this ,*1t 7s not lawful for 44 to pitt: any 

one to Death;: No, Then the Death of Stephen. lies 

at your doores , your ;prefent. judgements confute 

your former- practiſes ; beſides , what was it other 

then to beithe Death of Chriſt,, fo violently to beg it, 

withapen Mouth thus to go againſt Him., and- like fo 

many. Blood-hounds - ro cry him down.. - It ſeems by 

their Law;he ſhould only have been ſtoned ,. by: the 

RKoman:Law. he: ;muyſt be Crucihed 3/it. was their in- 

tent then , not only that he ſhould Liy ,; but cwith the 

gxeatelt-ignominy, 8 pain 'Y and. ſhame that:movughtibe, 

Neither is Plat yet fatished , for being-entred-into the 
 Judgazent-Hall again. and baving convened Jeſus g:he 
agketh Him, [4rt Fhew the Kirgof: the, Jews lf In: thisihe 

thought: ito; haye' Tidal theyNail ap: the:Head —_ 
2 ri 
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Chriſt would ( upon that Demand of his)- have con- 
feſſed Himſelf guilty 'of Treaſon againſt Ceſar , and 
- of diſturbing the Peace of the Nation. | 

But what faid our Saviour ? Sazeft thou this of thy ſelf, 
or did others tell it thee of Me? As if he ſhould have 
faid , Little doſt thou think what thou fayeſt , the My- 
ſerie that thoſe few words contain in them. For how 
could(t thou ſtyle Me King, ffrce 20 Man carr ſay Jeſus 
#s the Lord but by the Spirit £ Have 1t whence thou wilt, 
it is of weighty concernment ,- what thou haft faid, 
didſt thou but ' underſtand it. Or we may ſuppoſe 
this Interrogation to be a Reproof of Plat ; as if our 
+ Saviour ſhould have faid , if this proceedeth from thy 
own Suſpicion, itis but an injuſt part thou doſt AQ, for 
that is not the Star a Judg ſhould be led by,he ought not 
to beboth the Judg and the Witneſs : If ſome others 
told thee ſa, why arenot my Accuſers brought forth ? 
If to Accuſe be enough to make a man Gwilty , none 
will be Innocent, Judges are to proceed,  ſecurdum 
allegata & probata , according to what 'is alledged 
and proved :' Our. Saviour probably ſaid this, to give 
him an occaſion to ſpeak what followed, Am 7 2 
Jew ? This Pilat may be faid to ask in Scorn to that 
Nation , hateful to the Heathens for their Difference 
from them in Religion : as if he ſhould have faid, 
How can T ſpeak this 'of my felf' who am not a Jew, 
but an Ethnick, and what have we Heathens to do 


with your Rites 2 The. Chief Prieſts of your Na- _ 


tion delivered: You to Me ,” and for This accuſed 
Thee: to Me : they are' the men that lay it to thy 
Charge, I neither! Apprehended: Thee 5: neither did 

| L 
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I Accuſe Thee. Certainly: he would not, had he 
been a_Jew, and Chriſt his King 3 yet, as his Place 
empowered him, he examins him , @»id fecifti ? What 
haſt thou. done £ Our Saviour thought that Queſtion 
anſwered it ſelf , and therefore was not follicitous to 
Reply to it , having donenothing worthy ſuch ufage. 
A Kingdome he dreads not to tell htm that he had , 
but it was not of this World ,'v. 36. of this Chap. 
' Therefore he need not be thought to ſtand in their 
Light who had Kingdoms , they might have room 
enough to Sway their Scepters in. for all him. Yet 
It is very obſervable , He doth not ſay his Ki7gdem 
was not 1 this World, but not Of this World ; whence 
K follows, Fhat there 1s another world , which 77- 
Lit , it is probable, dream'd not of; In which he _ 
that ſuffers the loſs of never ſo many Kingdoms 
here , may be riehly rewarded there. This could 
not but cure Plat of that ſhaking Pally which Fear 
had put him into, our Saviour talking-of a King- 
dom. Now this our Saviour proceeds to make more 
manifeſt thus, IF my Kingdom were of this World, 
then would my Servants fight that I ſhould not be de- 
livered to the Jews 5; as if he ſhould have faid, I 
would not -be ſo imprudent as to go only .with a ' 
few un-armed Diſciples, I would then be a little 
better Guarded , my Attendants ſhould be many and. 
mighty , ſuch as know how to uſe their weapons, 
= to - acquit themſelves like Men: Smiling , as it 
were, at the Vanity, and Impotence of- worldly Po- 
tentates , who of themſelves fignifie little , but de- 
pend on the ſtrength of external power , which - 4 

ls 


6 | The Paſſion-Fllower. 


fail , they Fall : but having - that they.' can do any 
thing ,, bring Others to their Bent or. Bow' at plea- 
fure, have-their Perſons at Command, as they had 
his 3 Yet Pz/at cannot but harp on that String , witneſs 
| his Language ,, Art thou a King then £ [This could 
make but harſh Muſic | in his ears ,© who: could not 
but envy him that Title howſoever , where-ever his 
Kingdom was: He was loth to ask where his King- 
dom. was, leaſt he ſhould not be far from Happinels; 
ſure: No,. take heed of that , Me-thinks: 1 fee. him 
tremble at what our Saviour anſwered : 1hox: ſiyeſt 
that I am a King-as if he ſhould have ſaid , What 
need I fay it , when you your ſelf ſay as much, 
your own Mouth hath pronounced it ; and yet leaſt 
the Man ſhould be too. much dejccted at it , our 
Saviour addeth, To this end was T born. - and for this 
Cauſ came T into the ' world; what ? to raign'like 
other Kings 2 No , but to walk Aztipedes to them 
rather; as if he ſhould have ſaid , *Tis an. Error to 
think that I am Ambitious of any Mundan Reign, 
any worldly, ee Soveraignty ; 'Tis thus, That my 
Kingdom 1s-.Spiritual, 'I'cannot., 'T will not deny : 
but will aver it either before thee,” orany Ceſar. on 
Earth : Only know this,. That it is the Jeſt of my 
Intention: to moleſt 'other Kings ,. - or pompoully like 
them to: Reign. But 'to be/a witneſs to:the'ittuth 
am::1: come. ::! At: this Plat ſeems to be'pretry: well 
pleaſed, and asketh him,” #hat #5 : Trath e: But: alas | 
it was more :out of | Dexiſion and Contempt , "then 
to -be Informed 2: As: indeed; 'prophane' Spirits cannot 
endure-to hear fayoury-words ;\but theyiturn ng. 
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off with Scorn: as if he ſhould have' faid , F hope 
you . will produce ; no: other truth then your High 
Prieſts do teach , you will not ſeem wiſer then they; 
will you ? If you do, tis folly to declare it , I 
muſt interrupt you , for -1t is: other Buſineſs that-we 
are about, Your: Life is in Queſtion : He would not 
ſtay for an Anſwer., bit , wert ont , faith the Text, 
becauſe he thought Ceſar's Laws ſufficient , and the 
knowledg of any other Truth needleſs : Beſides, he 
ſaw the Cloud to thicken 5 The Jews it-is likely ban- 
dying: together ,, ſo-that it was no time to hold con- 
ference any longer with him : and the -Jews feared, 
leaſt Chriſt having obtained Liberty to ſpeak for him- 
ſelf, he might ſo work upon the Judg , and melt 
the hearts: of the reſt on the Bench, as to fruſtrat 
their Deſign. Well, for all this, He that before 
went out to hear his Accufation, now goes out to- 
excuſe him to the People, to his Accuſers. Behold 
him ſeemingly to heap Civility upon Civility upon 
our . Saviour , even in the mid'it of his Severity. 


- For firſt , Tho on: the one fide were Perſons 
of great Rank and Quality, from whom he mought 
expect a Beeoming reward for his Injuſtice , or dread 
their Diſpleaſure if he did not act as they would 
have him: And on the other fide Chriſt , who was 
mean and contemptible , in outward- appearance, 
forlorn and forfaken , yet he gives it for him a- 
gainſt the Jews, caſting- their Malice , as it were , 
in their. Teeth. 


Secondly >. 


= The P aſſion-F We 


Secondly , He ftands not only up for Chriſt, may- 
gre all their eager expectation of the contrary ,- but 
Confounds his Adverfaries pronouncing Him innocent : 
and that not without an Emphaſis, 1 find in him: 10 
Fault at all, And yet this Yulpore , this Fox, leaſt 
.their teeth ſo ſharp ſet, ſhould ( for want of a Prey) 
faſten on himſelf, he tells them, you have a Cuſtom: 
an ungodly one it was, what ever was the ground 
of it : Some think it was in memory of Jonathaz: , 
reſcued by the People from Death , which his Fa- 
ther had threatned him with. Others , that the Feaſt 
mought be celebrated with the more Joy and Glad- 
ncſs. Others more probably fay, it was in remem- 
-  brance of their Deliverance from the Fgyptick Boz:- 
dage, But if fo, one would think the Paſchal Lamb 
ſhould have been Memorial enough for that, but 
they muſt do ſomewhat additional, though not com- 
manded by God : Thus Hypocrifie is alwayes buſte 
in preferring its own Figments before God's Com- 
. mands ; yet I verily beleive the World would have 
been more happy then it is , had it not had worſe 
Judges then P7/at was in ſome reſpects : For do but 
{ce how Ind::itrious he ſeems to be for Chriſt's Re- 
Icaſe. For this end he rubs up a Cuſtome of theirs , 
to capacitate them to Releaſe him : he did not per- 
yert ai Old Law, or eſtabliſh a New one : Setting 
up a High Court of Juſtice to try him by. Then 
he propounds them two , None 1s in Competition 
with him but Barabbas, a notorious Miſcreant, whom 
he thought none would be for ; Nay more, he ſeems 
to' Beg him , or at leſt to bid them chooſe him , 

ſaying , 
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ſaying, ' Fill ye that I releaſe to you: the King of the 
Jewes  ſcorning to. mention. Barabbas , whom our. 
Evangeliſt ſtiles a Robber , and another a Murtherer, 
which ſerv'd as a Foil for their malice , if that needed 
any ,. 'to preferr ſuch a one before Chriſt. But Pi/at, 
it ſeems ,' was deceived, for the great ones before had 
been at the People ' to ask Barabbas, and to leave 
Jeſws to undergo Death. The Multitude , which not 
long before was for Him , now unanimouſly bandy 
againſt him. For uy cryed all again , ſay the words 
immediately preceeding my Text : Envy, you ſee 
cannot be quiet till it hath made the perſon it ſtrikes 
at perfectly miſerable : But why again ? They cried 
all again : You- may remember they before cryed, 
zf he- were not a MalefaFor , we would not have deli- 
vered him unto te, That which they cryed again, 
was that which I cannot ,: it being my Text , but 
repeat” igain, Net this Man, but Barrabbas, "Thus 
Beloved, having . preſented you with that Preface, 
which can be itil'd no leſs: then: Neceſlary, Come 
we to ſome Diviſion of their words, whom it is a 
wonder , being ſo many as, they were, to hear not 
-Divided : Yet thus it was, Here was no crying ſome 
one thing, and ſome another , asat that uproar we 
read of 4s 19. The Wind and Tyde, Prieſt and 
People, both went one way , great and ſmall, ho- 
norable and tgnoble, young and old , male and fe- 
male ,; they cryed all not. ozce , but agein Non Hunc, 
ſed Barrabam-,. Not this Man , but Barrabas. In which 
words you have the Peoples Election, and. Repro- 
bation;, or. if you will in TOs leſs offenfive, leſs 

344.0 to 
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to be excepted againſt , the Peoples Negative, :and 
Affirmative Choice, ſuch as it was: Negative , Not 
this Man: Aﬀirmative, but Barrabas, 'To ſcan each 
by it ſelf briefly., and to come to fome ſuitable Appli- 
cation of. both. = | BOT, 
And firſt. of theiy:Negative Vote, or Choice. - Not 
this Man, And pray, why not He , O ye Jewes ? 
What harm did he ever do you, or could ye ever 
find in Him? How juſtly might it have been faid to 
them concerning Him , I mean our Saviour , as The- 
mziftocles ſaid to the Athenians ,; Are ye weary of re« 
cerving ifo many Benefits by one Man's If ye go to that, 
what good did he not do you?. How could ye fo 
ſoon forget the Evils- that he curd? The empty 
Bellysamong you, which He often filld; and fed > 
What boufe da he ever.enter into, but 'Salyation 
enter'd with Him 2: Some alwayes were the'better for 
Him : Not this Man 2 What ! after ſo. many" Miracles 
wrought among-you by his Divine power? Is hebut a 
Man in your judgements? T had thought the infpired 
Mag? , that fell down devoutly at his feet, when 
newly infanted , which 'you could not but hear of : 
The water of the neighbouring Flood turnd by Him-1n- 
to.Wine, for the pleafuring of the Gal/zlear Youth, be- 
ivg with them at a Marriage., His forty dayes faſting, 
His: feaſting the Multitude. with Bread that encreaſed 
betwixt the Diſpenſers hands, when more then All 
remaind : His wonderful checking the boiſtrous 
Waves: of. the Sea with a word : His walking on. 
that watry Plain with.unſinking feet : Thoſe damned 
infernal. Spirits, Rebels to: God, and: the- Li; BY 
; : : If © Ww C 
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which: hearing his Voice forſook: their fleſhy Habi- 
. tations, [The blind by Birth, who to Him ow'd his 
Day ; The Dumb that never ſpake till he looſned their 
| Toungs. I thought theſe would have prov'd as ſo many 
| Heralds ta proclaim him more then Man : No, for 
all this', it's only: Net :thzr' Mar , they were loth 
ſure: to believe Him to be'God ,' leſt the thoughts 
of it ſhould have endanger'd their Converſion, or 
melted them into a better temyer. My T&70v, 2207 
iſturz , ſo ſome render it, by way ' of diminution, 
and  yilifying : not this worthlefs 'perſon. No, whom 
then -2 ami BegdEExv , ' But Barabbas , Which is 
their poſitive Choice , or affirmative Vote , and 
comes' next .to be handled, I fear I ſhall not do it 
ſo roughly as it deſerves. But Barabbas, an excel- 
lent: Choice indeed ! a fpecial , lovely diſh'this, to 
be. ſerv'd m at fach a Feaft +: Now this Fellow (to 
turn the 7/{zz: upon him, which they undeſervedly fixt 
on oux Saviour.”). He was notorious ,. . For Rob- 
bery ; he was a Robber , faith our Evangeliſt, II. For 
Seditton , he troubled the- whole City , faith S. Zeke. 
H.. For Murther:,: faith the ſameEvangeliſt, cap.23.19. 
This was the Idol they-cryed up ; the Miſereant they 
put into: the ballance with Chriſt, the 'Son of God : 
a very nointed Villain he'was, to-have- whom exe- 
cuted:: every :man's appetite but a little before was 
up':-yet rather then Jeſs ſhalf live, 'Barabbas ſhall 
be: releas'd , more Infurrections', mote- Murthers, 
more Seditions , more any thing rather then to be 
in: danger':of' having Chriſt their King , He chat was 
born King of the: fewer © oy but Ke how $, _ 
235 vo - | Ets 
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ſets them out in their Colours, charaGerizeth them 


'to their Heads, A&-s 3. 14. But ye denied the Holy 


one , 'and the juſt , arid deſired a Murtherer to be gi- 
ven unto you , and killed thePrince of Life, This 
was he that was thought only worth naming with 
them 3 Chriſt out of contempt , being branded: with 
the Appellation of This Mar © they had rather 'cele- 
brate their Paſsover with that wretch, then with Jeſus. 
And no marvel , for they-knew this Fellow would 
prove no eye-ſore, them , would patiently permit . 
them to do what they would , give them Liberty of 
Conſcience , and ſo would be exellent company for 
them ; alas, he was not for their Tooth, who came 
from Heaven upon Errands of Holyneſs, and Refor- 
mation , whoſe Example would put Vice out of 
countenance , and upbraid their madneſs. No, they 
had too much- of Him already , Not this Man , but 
Barabbas , what more intenſe blindneſs , madneſs, and 
malice could betray it ſelf? What was this but to 
fay , what I think, you cannot hear without trem- 
bling , Occidatur qui ſuſcitat Mortuos, & dimittatur 
qui Occidit wvivos , as one hath itz Let him die, who 
rais'd the Dead , and him be releasd whoſe Trade 
it is to deſtroy the : Living : Let Life depart, and 
Darkneſs remain. The Peace-maker be diſpatcht, 


and the Seditious repriv'd,, How by this Action, or 


Election. of theirs ,. did the Jewes in the ſaddeſt ſenſe, 
forſake the. Fountain of Living waters, and betake 
themſelves to a - muddy., bloody , dirty puddle of 
water : They did not ſet free the Nocent only: in- 
ſeed of the Innocent , but put to death Him, who 
= EI WAS. 
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was a conſtant, and faithfull Benefactor to them. 
And thus my Diſcourſe all along ( if you have ob- 
ſerv'd it ) reſpects the buſineſs of this Day , which 
is to be humbled for the horrid Murther of an in- 
nocent Perſon, a good Benefactor to this Nation, 
under whom it had flouriſht many years. Firſt then, 
* in this the Jewes betray d aperlative ingratitude, and 
high Baſeneſs to preferr ſo vile a perſon before Him, 
who choſe them from among all Nations, to be His 
peculiar People , his choice Incloſure. Secondly, here 
was their Malice , who card not how things went, 
ſo as in this they had their wills. [Thirdly , this ar- 
gues them Blind , (indeed Malice is blind ) asking 
what they ſhould have been againſt the death of their 
Saviour , and the Releaſe of a Thief : and as they 
paſſionately deſired, ſo it came to. paſs, hugging 
their Bane in- Him , whom they. were ſo hot to have 
releasd. For the Vengeance, which.ſuch a Choice 
merited, did not long ſleep-, neither wouldit, If they 
. had not made uſe of: that Cabell, His Bloud. be upor 
#s and our Children , to pull it down more ſpeedily 
upon them : For Titxs ( ſaith Joſephs) belieging Je- 
ruſalen , when the Jewes (pincht-with Famine) came . 
forth in Multitudes to ſeek food: for their famiſht 
Souls., he daily caus'd a number. of them to be Cru- 
cified , in ſo much that at length ,. faith the Hiſtorian 
There was ſcarce any place to erect Croſles on, nor 
Crofles enough to faſten. their Bodiesto. This ,. this 
was the Crop: of ſeverity , which their ſinful choice 
yielded them. And how juſtly were — puniſh'd 
with death, who refuſed-the Lord of lite ! 1o Plapiic 
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by that Tyrant, who cryed again, No# hune, Not this 
#141, but Barabbag : But what ? had not Pilate a Finger 
at left in this, from the guilt of which he. cleared him- 
ſelf, would have been thought to do fo by waſhing 
of his hands? as if he ſhould have ſaid by that aGtion, 
I am innocent, therefore look ye to it 3 that I condemn 
this man, O ye Jews, 1 do & not voluntarily, but being + 
compell'd. I am innocent, I call Heaven to witneſs, it is 
you that are Nocent, and 'guilty of his Bloud. This 
Hypocrite he was as Scarlet , or Purple within as 
without , in Heart as in Habit , notwithſtanding all 
that Formality of waſhing his hands : acceſlary he was 
to the Death of the Lord of Life in a high degree, 
being a faint-hearted Judge , afraid to give Inno- 


.cency its Reward. Had he bore up valiantly againſt 


the itream of the multitude, he had approv'd him- 
felf an honeſt man, and a good Judge. What could be 
more baſe and dirty, and fanful,then to confeſs he found 
no fau!t at all in Him, and yet not to find in his heart 
to acquit him, but to curry favour with the people 
adjudges him to be Crucified. Thus , Nox rard bo- 
norum virorim Capitibus, ut Talis ant Teſſeris Eudunt, 
faith one; 'Tis the Old Game of the world . for the 
Heads, and Lives of good men to be plaid with 
like Dice, or Cheſs-men, by Great men , that they 
might ingratiate themſelves. with each other, T have 
read of an Apologue to this purpoſe, it run's thus 5 The 
Wolf, the Fox, and the.Afs on a time came toge- 
ther to Shrift, The Wolf confeſt , and was diſmiſt, 
the Fox did likewiſe, and. was abſoly'd, but the 
Aisconfteſt , and his fault was this 3 that being hungry 

| he 
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he took one ſtraw out of the ſheaf of a poor Pil- 
grim travelling to Kome, for which he was ſeverely 
puniſhed ; the - Fox, and the Wolf ſtraight fall upon 
him, and: devour him , maintaining that the poor 
Aſles Crime was fo great as to deſerve it. The Fa- 
ble applys it ſelf; To' be fure where Plat is Judge 
Eprabbas ſhall be loos'd , and the Innocent condemned. 
. I do believe unjuſt Syſammes whom Cambiſes flead , 
and of his Skin made a Cuſhion for all ſucceeding 
Judges to lean, and look on, was a Saint to this 
Judge, as ſubtely as he carried itz And: yet as 
madd, and malicious as the People were , they could 
not hinder their Priſoner from evading a Glorious 
King , though nothing but-nnworthy , baſe uſage came 
from them. Glorious in his perſonal vertues, Glo- 
rious in his Divine Graces, but moſt- Glorious in his 
Conſtancy , and perfeverance, in his Charity even 
amidſt all his Sufferings , which nothing could more 
magnifie then this Choice of theirs , EleCting Barab- 
_ bas, and rejefting Feſws , not before they had done 
' either good or evill ; but after One had done all the 
Evill, and the Other for divers years together all 
the Good imaginable , then to elect the Robber , and 
reject the Saviour, what could more make againſt 
them, and for Him ? Heere again how plainly through 
the Sufferings of the King of Saints , may one fee the 
Sufferings- of. that Saint of Kings Charles the firſt, 
whoſe -Murther we are this Day to lament, and be. 
humbled for... I ſhall now deſcend to ſome ſuitable 
application. 'T, From-the Competition precedaneous, 
, ko the Choice preſun'd heere,' but expreſt in Saint 

Maithew, . 
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Matthew , Tiva 9\tre, which of the two will ye that 1 
releaſe unto you, for ſo run the words, - Math. 27. 17. Let 
us learn, that there is no office ſo ſacred, or weighty 
but ſome either through.favour or fear , will abule -1t. 
whom will ye that T releaſe Corrupt wretch! to bring 
that in Queſtion ,, Which it was 1n his power to put 
out of Queſtion : and ſure would have done , 

he acted according to-the Dictate either of his Wife 
by. his fide , -or of that Scold his Conſcience within _ 
him. For he knew that for Envy they they had de- 
deliver'd him. Matth, 27. 18. Knew, yet would not 
doe what he ſhould have done, but did forbear to 
acquit Chriſt , expoſing him to the mercy of the 
Multitude ,- whoſe tendereſt mercies are cruel. Not 
to ſavea Man., ifit be in ones power, is to deſtroy 
him . fo faith our Saviour , Mark 3.4. Job brake the 


- jJawes of the wicked ', and pluckt the Prey out of his 


Teeth , "tis ſaid. | 

I have read that Sir George Blage, if I miſtake not his 
Name, one of King Henry the 8ths. Privy Chamber, 
being condemn'd for a Heretick, was yet pardon'd by 
the King, he coming afterward into the Kings pre- 
ſence, Ah my Pig, Bid the King, for ſo he was wont 
to call him.) yea, ſaid he, If your Majeſty had not heen 
better to me then my. Judges were , your Pig had 
been roaſted e're this time, for certain, there is no 
ſuch: unfavory Salt, and more becoming a Dunghill, 
than. a Pzlate, or a Bradſhaw, an unjuſt Judge. Envy 
not .the pomp of ſuch a one, whenſoever your eyes 
{hall behold him, (which wiſh may. never be.) no 
more then thou wouldſt a dead Corps its Garniſh , 
and Gaicty. | 
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- I. Let this Competition mind us. of: that we are 
ſo. much concern'd in. © Tho God hath left the 
Heathen without excuſe, . yet he hath not left us' 
without a choice, our Salvation is,eleGive, both on. 
God' bon and. ours, I would, but' yee would not, 
"tis God's own language. Hence likewiſe it is no. Tels | 
true, then a right ſaying, he that made thee without thy 
{clf,, will not fave thee without thy ſelf; Indeed, were 
| there but one Obje& within our reach preſented to 
the Faculty of clection in-man as oe Chriſt, oe Holi- 
neſs, our receiving of him could not be,call'd choice,but 
it moughtt be ſtil'd: neceſſity rather. But ſince there 
are, many. Chriſts,, aſwell as Antichriſts, and diverſ 
ſorts of holineſs, it will behove us to be wary what 
choice, we make. To ſee that we have not ſo much. 
Faith for the 4lcorar.as for the Bible; and as much obe- 
dience for the Devil, as for God, for the Law in 
our members, as for that of our mind. It muſt need's 
be moreobliging not to fay meritorious, for a Joſeph 
to be chaſt at Court, than for another to be ſo in 
a Cottage, or in a Cell. | For a Souldier to be tem- 

erat in the Camp, where he is beleagured with 
Temptations to the contrary, than for another to-be 
fo: at home. To be a Chriſtian in Nero's houſ than 
at. a, greater diſtance from danger. Thou art vir- 
tuous - becauſ thou canſt not eaſily be: otherwiſe, 
this is a Commendation that leav's but a flat fare- 
well behind it.' Tis an AQ, not only of Wiſdom, 
but of, God's great Goodneſs thus to order it; to leav 
the Chriſtian w (gi: as,it, were in the: Confines' of 
two: moſt diſtant, people , mpgoraby unto Get, , 
| an 
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and capable of Evil. For Righteouſneſs:to go for thy 
refuge, and not for 'thy choice, as it doth” where 


there is no Rival Sin, is to be content #hat ſhould. 


be without its Crown, and thy ſelf without thy Re- 
ward : which condufts mee from the Competition, to 
the Competitors , Chriſt, and Barabbas, From whence 
learn wee, SE 27%. 

I. Not to build on the multitudes vogue or choice, 
to eſteem no otherwiſe of its Applau , or Appro- 
bation .than of a whiff of Smoak', the beſt Emblem 
of its baſe inconſtancy. But zow they cryed Hoſannah., 
Now they are all for Crucify him, Crucify him. 
Vox populi was not here Yox Dei, but Mors Dez, The 
voice of the people was not the voice of God, but 
the death of God rather. Follow -not a multitude 
to do evil (faith the Holy Ghoſt ) as if it did little, 
or nothing elf, but do ſo. We muſt then get a pre- 


ſervative againſt the Infeftion of the multitude (as 


well as that of the Plague ) or elf it is like to go 
ill with us. Tt is the worlds guize' to elect what is 
evil, and to reje&t what is gaod; It is the nature 
of that ugly Ape to hug its Brats , as moſt lovely, 
and Beautiful, What more lively example of this is 
there , than the carriage of theſe Fewes at this time ? 
How unworthily did they write all thoſe Benefits 
our Saviour conferr'd on them, in water , witneſs 
their Preteritition , or paſling him by , and their 
C_ a bloody Thief and Seditzous , prefer- 
ring fuch a one before him! This is that foul Sin 
St. Zzter. makes bold to tax them home with in his 


Sermon It fo their Hearts., and were —_— 


6 
j 
d ! 
K 
{1 
A 


The Paſſion-Flower. t9 
F do verily believ there is' not a perſon that hears 
of this'," but hate's this Aftion in the Jewes , Con- 
 demning it in their TR , | and were he askt, 
would fay he did ſo. And yet how many are there 
who' knowing the Judgement -of God inflicted on 
- them for it, do not only do the fame thing in effec, but 
have pleafure in them that do it, 'to uſe that of 'S. ParP's 
language , Rom. 1.32. There is no Sin but is as baſe 
as Barabbas, ray worſ, for he had not been fo vile, 
and baſe without it. How loudly. doth: the Swearer 
.make one with -theſe , Larding his' Diſcour( with 
. Oaths ,” damnably confronting that ſtrict Command, 
Swear  n0t at all, for he will do nothing at all but 
ſwear, and ſo by conſequence cry's, Nor hunc, Not 
this matt, but 'Barabbas. TI ſhall only deſire of ſuch 
.a Sinner, that he world tell pie wh 


I me'what fruit be can 
exſpett:, or ever any did reap from that Bramble, 
belides Gods Curl? Hell-fire is the puniſhment of 
ſuch, whoſe toungs are ſo ſet on fire of Hell. Neither- 

can the*Hypocrit excuſe himſelf, who feems to be + 
for Chriſt ,* wearing his Livery on his back , but Ba- 
+abbas his Favour in his Boſom , who was a Thief, 
and a Robber; fo is he in his Shop ,' it may be, though 
not- on the Road. What ſhould I fay of the unclean - 
—_ ; Whois oneof this Rout, of this Rabbletoo? 
How 'by' making the Members of Chriſt , the Member; 
of a Harlot , doth he day and night cry , Non hurc, 
Not this'' Man, but Barabbas, My- adviſe to fuch a 
one ſhall only be this , to labour for a ſaving inverſion 
of thefe words , as' thus; to' turn, when PE 
this H#nc into hanc, I'mean .* CIGEEY mn A 
FRETS 2 or 
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Not this Woman, thisStrumpet', were ſhe thore beuti- 
ful then, ſbe is,,, but Chriſt. You would wander now, 


if I ſhould'/prove. it poſſible: for.:you to be crying up 
of 'Barabbas ,,,even while . you are hearing of Chrik 


. preached. Beloved,, he. that gives way. to wanton, 


Juſtfut looks,, or wordly: thoughts at a 'Sermen ;: ſuf- 


fering them to take.up. his Mind, crie's with the Jews, 


Non hiunc, Not this Man , but Barabbas, 'But ſee that 
yce refuſe not Him that ſpeaks, to ſpeak in S. Paul's 


words, Heb. 12.25. For if they eſcape not, that - refuſed 


him that ſpake on earth , much more. ſhall we not eſcape, 


if we turn away from him that thus ſpeaks from heaven. 


The: Fewes paid. for their Nolumzys hunc, We will 
ot have this Man to raign over us, And for their 
Nox hunc ,- Not this Man, but ſfucha one :. And fo ſhall 
we too, if we repent not.in time of our Recuſancy. 
Let thoſe then that hate and abhorr the Fews for 
this, indeed, .to be lamented Choice , deſcend into 
themſelvs by Examination , and ſee they be.not guil- 
ty of the ſame. What 1s there 1o- baſe, and; fo vile 
but a. corrupt mind will prefer, before Chrift;;, '”5 -: ,; 
JI. Hence as in a Mirrour we may ſee the Preya- 
lency of the Actions of Great Men, . the atttaRiveneſs 
of them. If Herod; and Caiphas do begin., Chriſt ſhall 
have fiſts. enough abought his cars; there will not 
be wanting, that, will. ſmite him with Toung, as well 
as, with the Hand :; Fly blow and bliſter his: Fame to 
purpoſe, . With Inferiours example, doth- more. then 
precept, and like men, in a: Crowd they do not go, 
ut, are carried rather. Do any of. the Rulers belicy 
in him? This Queſtion deterr'd many .of my 
IEEE EX om 
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from. adhering::to our Saviour :'The weightieſt Drops 
.of whoſe bload'; I: do believ.,-ifell ( in the; ſaddeſt 
Senf ) on the Wiſeſt of them : Fox had not They firſt 
reacht Him down in their ;Synagogs, the' People 
had never cryed Him 'down in the, Judgment-Hall : 
with a No» hung , Not This Man:, but; Barabbas: 

- INI, Here is. ;matter of, Comfort iy'in our. vilified, 
reproacht Condition here below, As.thus. I. That we 
cannot be lower than our Saviour:was in the World's 
Repute. Ik That;his Diſreputation hath Sanctified Ours. 
If ſuch a: one who had don-:{o--much Good'could ngt 
procure-a Gaod: word from thaſe he :did it to; why 
ſhould fuch Unprofitable Servants, as we are at beſt, 
be troubled if, we. be awarded with, frowns for our 
Favors, with Cruelty. from others. from 'our kind- 
neſs. tov thetn.. Im, ſure this Lamb.of God:opened not 


.his Mouth repiniogly ,' was dumb before the Shearers, 


who, as much as in them Jay, rob'd him of the whole 
Fleece of his. Reputation 3 yet that which, at firſt ſight 
ſeems to. make for his-ignominy, realy. conduc'd much 
for. his Gldry:z For, his Father, would: not/ have him 
ranſom'd at fuch.a;rate, as to be beholding to the: peo- 
ple's Fayonr for. his. Repriey --- and -live under the 
Notion of. a Malefaftor., who.beeing innocent . would 
be; Condemng: And 4y; {with More. ;Honer y: AS be 
did;40 the-ſtigmatizingiat they: tha were: his Judges, 
an Perſons qrithotia Brand. af:iperpetual infamy. 


In, ſhort,, here is,mattet\as.of Cqmfort 3:0 of Caution: 


leaſt, at any tipgiwemake.ous Teeth io meet in the 
rigid Cepſure.of that; Penfonithat diegsinot. a- Natu- 
ral, :hat a,xiplan&Deeth;);.What.is this.but.to cor 


demn 


22 


_demn the Generation of the: Righteous? I remember, 
-Lem.. 4. 20. 'there'is-a' paſſage to this 
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urpoſe. The 
breath of our Naſtrils , the Azointed of the Lord is ta- 


ken in their pits, Which was this that fell as a Morlſel - 
.Into' his enemies Mouths, but.a good King, one,._ 


under whoſe Government they pronoun't themſelvs 


Happy ,' as it fellows'in the ſame verſ; Beloved, it 


is unchriſtian to judg' temporal puniſhments to be 
+ er due unto Sm. - Suffer me to ſpeak it , Thy 
wickedneſs is too triumphant-, who will not acknow- 
ledg. that :ſome 'afflictions are for Trials, and in or- 
der to. the increa[” of Grace , and' Glory unto. God's 
dear Children. *Tis as much as to ſay, Chriſt could 
not be the Sun of Righteouſneſs, becauſe he. did ſet 
an ſuch a Cloud of wretchednefs ( at his Death ) as to 
outward 'appearance ,' dying: on the Croſs in the midſt 
of- two” Fheeves, as'If the-chiefeſt MalefaGor. 'Tis 
not & the manner of one's Death , but the Courſ.of 
one's Life that makes really wretched , or happy. To 
think otherwiſe is! to pronounce thy ſelf as much out 
in thy judgement, as theſe -Jewes were in their Choice 
when they 'all-cryed; 'Nowr bun, Not this Man , but 
Barabbas, T have now done with - my Text, and:it 


may be exſpected I ſhould fpeak ſomwhat of the Oc-. 


cafion; For this'is-not/'only/a+Faſt-day;; but: a Fut 


{t- a Fune- 
ral ,- which we! Solemnize'; The: Funeral bf as pious 


a King as ever''Erglani' had''to' fiway its Scep 

That htle that is to be found in Bad -men the holy 
Ghoft hath thoiighe to''Regiſter. David pen'd 
Sauts Epicedinm'> which' runs thus', ' Saxl, and foru- 
than mete Joueh /\akd' pleaſant ial their Lives ; _e In 
EE thear 
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their Death they were not Divided ,, yee' Danghters of - 
Iſrael weep over Saul ; who cloathd.you' in Scarlet, and 
other Delights, who put Ornaments of Gold upon your 
Apparel, 2. Sam. 1. 23, 24. Which gives a ſufficient 
warrant to mention, and not only ſo , but to com- 
zend the Dead : which I intend not -to do at this 
time. His incomparable -worth- want's not the var- 
niſh of my water-Colours to ſet him off: Neither 
ſhall I bliſter the air of this ſacred place with men- 
tioning of any of thoſe who had a hand in his Death: 
ſince Juſtice 1s 1n purſuit of them , and its Iron- 
hand will recompenf the Slowneſs of its Leaden feet. 
But becauſe ſome were eminently inſtrumental to 
bring to paſs the Death of that - juit Man , fhall #ee 
think our ſelves Innocent 2 God forbid. There are 
none of us of mature years, but by our Sins gave 
earneſt for that fatal Stroak , which made three King- 
domes Miſerable at once. So that well may Wee aſ- 
ſume that paſfſionat wiſh of the Prophet feremy, 0 
that our Heads were Waters, and our Eyes Fountains 
of Tears , that wee may lament Day and Night for the 
ſhedding of the Innocent Blood of that good King , The 
Top-branch of which Royal Ceder, (to the root of 
which Envy and implacable Malice laid the Ax ) 
the Lord preſerv. | 


Bleſs him O Lord , in his Body , and bleſs him in his 
Soul , bleſs him in his Going out , and bleſs him in his 
Coming in, Bleſs him whenſoever he ſhall adventure 
upon. the Water that dangerous , deceitful Element , be 


thou his Pilat : Bleſs him when he ſhall journey on the 
Land, 


Land, be thas his 'Condu# ©. Bleſs the Guard of his 


The Peſſion-Flower. .' | 


Body. with Courage.." and: Fidelity ; i bleſs. the Guides: of 
his Soul with Sincerity of Life , and ſoundneſs Do@rine. 
May all the bleſſmgs on Mount Gerezim. in this Life, 
aud -in the next, all ;the bleſſings, Chri$f, preacht. upon 
the Mount, be multiplled.upon him. And torthis Prayer. 
1-doubt -not ;bug, every; Layal ' Subje&t- will from his 
heart, ſay, Amer Specialy when he doth remember 
and reſent (* Horreſco referens: ) this fad trilinguous- 
Hexaſtich. Ct F-Oa. E4 


MAPTTE wv Oar Hzmmdy n rue, 3x' 3ard 
Exan]s xw» Kdea@ wh 'AAEIT:E'QN yiget fain]ey. 


_ Ter Deno Janl Labens rex foLe CaDente 
_ Carolus eXutus ſoLio TCeprroqVe ſe Cure, 


CHARLS, beſt of Kings, for God's Laws. and the Land's, 
Was Martyr'd, murder'd by UNHALLOWED hands. 


Dei Gratis 8 Regis Oblatio | 


qualis-qualis EHMAMP, 
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